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outline ways to maintain personal safety and residence hall 
security. Students are told about crime on campus and in 
surrounding neighborhoods. Similar information is presented 
to new employees. Crime Prevention Programs and Sexual 
Assault Prevention Programs are offered on a continual basis.

Periodically during the academic year, the Tufts Police, 
in cooperation with other university organizations and 
departments, may present crime prevention awareness sessions 
on sexual misconduct, sexual assault, stalking, dating and 
domestic violence, as well as sessions on alcohol and drug 
abuse, theft, and vandalism, as well as educational sessions 
on personal safety and residence hall security. Other topics of 
prevention and education programs in coordination with other 
campus services, include prevention of dating violence, sexual 
misconduct, sexual harassment, stalking, domestic and dating 
violence and an overview of dynamics and services.

A common theme of all awareness and crime prevention 
programs is to encourage students and employees to be aware 
of their responsibility for their own security and the security of 
others. In addition to seminars, information is disseminated to 
students and employees through Timely Warnings and Safety 
Alert posters, displays, videos, and articles and advertisements 
in university and student newspapers. When time is of the 
essence, information is released to the university community 
through Timely Warnings and Safety Alerts posted prominently 
throughout campus and sent over the university’s electronic 
mail system.

VIOLENCE FREE UNIVERSITY POLICY STATEMENT

Tufts University is committed to maintaining an environment 
where individuals are safe to learn, work and live. In support 
of this commitment, Tufts will not tolerate violence or threats 
of violence anywhere on its campuses or in connection with 
university-sponsored programs. The university has established 
threat assessment and management teams to evaluate and 
address violence and threats of violence made towards members 
of the Tufts University community.

TUFTS THREAT ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM

The Tufts Threat Assessment and Management Program 
(TTAM) was approved in October 2013 by President Monaco as 
a university-wide initiative designed to prevent targeted campus 
violence. The mission of TTAM is to determine if an individual 
poses, or may reasonably pose, a threat of violence to others in 
the Tufts community and to provide assistance to the individual 
in order to avert the threat and maintain the safety of the 
community. TTAM responds to reported threatening behavior 
exhibited by students, employees, and visitors of the university 
to ensure that Tufts remains a safe place in which to learn, work, 

and live. If you become aware of threatening behavior that you 
believe may pose a threat to our community or to one of its 
members, we encourage you to report the situation to TTAM 
via one of the following mechanisms: consult with a TTAM 
team member (see member listing at http://sites.tufts.edu/ttam/
teams/), email the TTAM team at threatassessment@elist.tufts.
edu, file a report online using Ethics Point (anonymously if 
you so choose), or call Tufts University Police. In the case of 
an imminent situation, always contact Tufts University Police 
immediately. For more information about TTAM and to view a 
list of your campus’s team members, visit http://ttam.tufts.edu.

TIMELY WARNING

When the Department of Public Safety becomes aware of a 
serious or continuing threat to the campus community, a Timely 
Warning may be issued in the form of an email and/or hardcopy 
posters displayed around the affected campus. When issued in 
response to an incident, a Timely Warning is intended to keep 
the community informed and to provide guidance to aid in the 
prevention of similar incidents. When appropriate, follow up 
information will be sent out to the community. The decision to 
send a Timely Warning is made by university police command 
staff. A Timely Warning will never include the name of a victim/
survivor.

Students and employees should report criminal offenses that 
may warrant a timely warning to Tufts University Police 
Communications Center at (617) 627-3030 or any extension 
phone on any campus by dialing ext: 66911

MISSING STUDENTS POLICY

Tufts University takes the safety and well being of its students 
very seriously and has adopted the following policy with respect 
to persons who are believed to be missing in accordance with 
the requirements under The Higher Education Opportunity Act 
of 2008.

All on-campus residential students have the option to register 
a confidential contact person to be notified in the event the 
student is determined to be missing. The confidential contact 
person, if one is so designated, may be in addition to and 
separate from the person designated by the student as an 
emergency contact. Only authorized campus officials and law 
enforcement officials will have access to this information. If a 
student opts to register a confidential contact person, a Missing 
Student Contact Registration Form should be completed and 
forwarded to The Department of Public Safety. This form can be 
found on Tufts University Department of Public Safety website 
Missing Student Contact Registration Form
http://publicsafety.tufts.edu/police/httpgoo-glhnyil4/
and should be submitted via email at pubsafinfo@tufts.edu or 
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brought to a Tufts University Police Station on any of the three 
campuses.

Students, employees, or other individuals must inform the Tufts 
University Police Department or the Dean of Student Affairs 
Office for the Missing student¹s school if it is believed that a 
student is missing. If a student is officially determined by law 
enforcement to have been missing for more than 24 hours, or if 
circumstances require more immediate action, the University 
will notify the local law enforcement agency and the students 
Confidential Contact Person or (if none has been designated)
his or her designated emergency contact. If the student is under 
18 years of age and is not emancipated, the University will 
notify the student’s custodial parent or guardian and any other 
confidential contact person identified by the student.

EMERGENCY  RESPONSE  AND  EVACUATION

All emergencies should be reported to the University Police 
(see Reporting Crimes and Emergencies on page 20). Senior 
administrators in the Department of Public & Environmental 
Safety are responsible for coordinating university response to 
emergencies in accordance with plans developed under the 
leadership of the Director of Emergency Management. Members 
of the university community should familiarize themselves with 
the Emergency Response Guide, found online at emergency.
tufts.edu/guide, and also available in print. Request a print copy 
online, or pick one up at he University Police station on your 
campus, and keep your print copy readily available in your 
workplace or campus residence to quickly refer to when needed.

In the event of a significant emergency or dangerous situation 
involving an immediate threat to the health or safety of the 
Tufts community, Tufts University will, without delay, and 
taking into account the safety of the community, determine  the 
content of the notification and initiate the notification system, 
unless issuing a notification will, in the professional judgment 
of responsible authorities, compromise efforts to assist a victim 
or to contain, respond to or otherwise mitigate the emergency. 
University administrators, led by the Director of Emergency 
Management, will confirm the emergency, determine the 
content of the notification, and select the appropriate method(s) 
of delivery, which may include email, paper postings, or 
activation of the TuftsAlert (emergency alert system). In the 
case of an immediate threat, the University Police supervisor 
on-duty at the time of the emergency will confirm the threat, 
determine what alert message to send, determine the segment 
of the university that will be affected, and direct a member of 
the Department of Public & Environmental Safety to activate 
TuftsAlert. Messages will be sent to all community members 
for whom Tufts has contact information on the affected 
campus(es), and will contain only a very brief description 
of the type of emergency along with instructions on how 

to protect yourself – it’s critical that recipients of the alert 
message follow the instructions immediately. After the initial 
alert message, additional information may be distributed by 
another alert message, by email, or by web at www.tufts.edu and 
announcements.tufts.edu.

Messages from TuftsAlert are sent to university email accounts 
and can be sent by text message to mobile phones, and by 
voice to any enrolled phone number; however, users must 
provide their contact information to be included in the system. 
Members of the community are reminded to provide/update 
their contact information at the beginning of each semester, or 
may update their contact information at any time by visiting 
emergency.tufts.edu/alertupdate. A full scale test of TuftsAlert 
is performed at the beginning of the fall and spring semesters 
on a date that is announced by email and in various campus 
publications. During these tests, the University will publicize a 
link to its emergency and response procedures in the Emergency 
Response Guide, and will document for each test, a description 
of the exercise, the date, time and how it was announced.  Visit 
emergency.tufts.edu/alert for more information.

EMERGENCY EVACUATION

In the event it becomes necessary to evacuate a building, the 
fire alarm system, or in some buildings a public announcement 
system, may be be used to notify occupants. When the fire 
alarm sounds, proceed quickly and calmly to the nearest exit, or 
follow the instructions provided over the announcement system. 
Always bring essentials with you such as a purse, keys, or jacket 
- you could be displaced from the building for an extended 
period of time. Do not use elevators. It is recommended that you 
familiarize yourself with two means of exit from areas where 
you routinely work, study or live. Each building has one or more 
signs posted in a public area identifying the Area of Gathering, 
where people should assemble after evacuation. Remain outside 
the building until a public safety official authorizes reentry, or 
directs you to an Area of Temporary Shelter if the evacuation 
will be for an extended period of time. Visit emergency.tufts.
edu/guide for more information on evacuation and fire safety.
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Cities and towns in Massachusetts prohibit public consumption 
of alcohol and impose fines for violation. The Department of 
Recreation and Conservation also prohibits public consumption 
of alcohol in its parks and public recreational areas. Boston and 
other cities and towns surrounding the Tufts campuses have 
ordinances forbidding the possession of an open container of 
alcohol on any public street by a person of any age. Anyone 
choosing to violate such ordinances can be subject to arrest.

Massachusetts law prohibits the sale or delivery of alcoholic 
beverages to persons under age 21. The penalty for violating this 
law may be a fine of up to $2,000 or one year imprisonment, or 
both. Misrepresenting one’s age or falsifying an  identification to 
obtain alcohol is punishable by fine. 
Massachusetts law also prohibits the possession of an open 
container of alcohol in the passenger area of any motor  vehicle.

Among the penalties under Massachusetts law for the first 
conviction of driving under the influence of alcohol are a 
$5,000 fine, a one year revocation of driver’s license, up to two 
and a half years in prison and a mandatory alcohol education 
program. For drivers between 16 and 21, any alcohol level 
greater than .02 (about one drink or one beer) will result in 
immediate revocation of the driver’s license. For those over 21, 
the maximum blood level is .08.

Massachusetts imposes criminal penalties for the possession 
and/or distribution of controlled substances or drugs without 
valid authorization, with penalties varying as to the type of 
drug. Sale and possession of drug paraphernalia is illegal in 
Massachusetts. Under both Massachusetts and federal law, 
penalties for possession, manufacture, and distribution are 
greater for subsequent conviction, and include mandatory 
prison terms, with the full minimum term being served.
Massachusetts makes it illegal to be in a place where heroin is 
kept and to be in the company of a person known to possess 
heroin.

Persons convicted of drug possession under state or federal 
laws are ineligible for federal student grants and loans for up to 
one year after the first conviction and up to five years after the 
second. The penalty for unlawful distribution of drugs is loss of 
benefits for five years after the first conviction and for a longer 
period after the second.

Under federal law, penalties may be doubled when a person 
at least 18 years old distributes drugs to persons under age 21 
within 1,000 feet of a public or private elementary or secondary 
school or a public or private college. These penalties include a 
mandatory one year prison term.

Drug trafficking involves the illegal manufacturing, supplying, 
transporting, storing and/or distribution of drugs; drug 
possession involves having drugs for personal consumption 
while possession of large quantities may be deemed an intent to 
distribute which is subject to larger penalties. 
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